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not mince matters, either in this or in their later talks. She
told Charlotte that the Regent was "un voluptueux," and
complained of "the assiduities of the Duke of Clarence, of his
vulgar friendship, and his want of delicacy." Charlotte,
expanding in this congenial atmosphere, confided in her turn
that "many persons had supposed she was to marry the Regent
if he could have found cause for divorce," on which the Grand
Duchess remarked that, "now she had seen the Regent she
could never think of marrying him," for, unlike Caroline, she
had had the opportunity of viewing her intended husband
before committing herself.
Back to Warwick House drove Charlotte in high feather, and
poured into Nottfs ears all these disruptive opinions. Naturally
Miss Knight saw that this kind of thing would never do. "I
was shocked at all this," she writes in her journal; "but at the
same time knew not how to prevent mischief," The Regent,
too, scented danger and despatched Sir Henry Halford to
Warwick House to tell Miss Knight not to let Charlotte go too
often to see the Grand Duchess.
It has always been a question whether the Duchess came to
England with the fixed intention of preventing Charlotte from
marrying the Orange Prince. "After the victory of the Allies
over Napoleon," writes Stockmar, "England showed much
interest in the establishment of the House of Orange in Holland,
and, hoping thereby to establish a strong bulwark against
France, spared no pains in aiding the creation of the Kingdom
of the United Netherlands. Thus the marriage fell in with the
bent of the national policy." It is quite possible that the Russian
Emperor did not view with equal satisfaction this strengthening
of ties between England and Holland, and that consequently
his sister, the Grand Duchess, attempted to put Charlotte
against the marriage. At the time a great many people believed
it, but to arrive at the exact truth is impossible.
The question how much time Charlotte, once married, was
to spend in England and how much abroad now came to a
head. She was consumed with uneasiness on the subject, and
had cause to be, as the Regent merely gave out "that perhaps
he might have to build a house for her, and that in the mean-
while, when she came to England, she might be at Carlton
House." Brougham had no illusions as to why the Regent
was eager for the marriage. "The Prince's great object is to
get the Princess Charlotte out of the way, to Holland," he
wrote to Lord Grey. And in another letter he drew attention
to the peculiar situation this marriage would place Charlotte